
Call for stringent dog
breeding regulations
By Naomi Fallon

THE RSPCA has called for more
stringent government regulations
for dog breeders, so as to eliminate
the existence of puppy farms.

RSPCA ACT chief executive
officer Michael Linke said puppy
farms were a serious concern.

"Without a doubt we are seeing
more and more poorly bred dogs
coming in from a range of sources,"
he said.

"There's none operating in Can-
berra that I know of, but there are a
few that we're aware of within
100km of Canberra.

"We've got backyard breeders
and puppy farms selling to pet shops
and people buying animals with no
knowledge of the conditions in
which they were bred."

He said the ACT needed "to
create and deliver strong enforce-
able and compulsory standards for
the sale, supply and breeding of
companion animals".

"For the sake of animal welfare,
the government need to put in place
some more stringent guidelines that
hold people accountable," he said.

Mr Linke said he was certain
some pet shops in Canberra were
selling dogs that had been puppy
farmed.

"We've had information and
advice and we know a couple are
buying from puppy farms, but if you
speak to them they'll say other-
wise," he said.

"There is a voluntary code of

practice for pet shops in the ACT,
but the fact that it is voluntary says
it all."

The CEO said backyard breeders,
internet sales and market sellers
needed to be somehow regulated.

Member for Ginninderra Mary
Porter agreed with Mr Linke.

"I've spoken in the assembly
about it and I've flagged that I'll be
releasing a discussion paper about
it," she said.

The MLA said she hoped to table
the report in the October sittings.

"It won't answer any questions,
but more so raise questions," she
said.

She planned to talk to all interes-
ted parties including pet shop ow-
ners, breeders and animal shelters.

"Fortunately there are a lot of
reputable breeders, there are a lot of
good breeders who take their res-
ponsibility seriously," she said.

"A lot of questions need to be
answered, but we can't point the
finger in any direction yet."

She said she didn't think there
were any puppy farms in the ACT.

"I don't think it's necessarily
happening in the ACT, I think it's
being, done beyond our border and
that's hard to regulate," she said.

"Unfortunately, we don't actu-
ally know where a lot of these
animals are coming from and that's
the problem.

"We still have a concern that
people are purchasing pets, particu-
larly online and that's hard for us to
facilitate. It's a big education
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program that's probably needed and
perhaps additional regulations.

"I'm suggesting we have a
mandatory code, but I want to see
the industry's reaction to that. I'm
yet to go out and consult widely
with people, they're all just ideas as
yet."

A Territory and Municipal
Services spokeswoman said the
government had acknowledged
community concerns regarding
illegal breeding practices and had
agreed to act on the issue.

"Pet shops abide by a strict code
of practice monitored by the pet
industry association," she said.

"Pet shops are also regularly
inspected by Territory and Munici-
pal Services officers.

"The current code of practice
governing the sale of animals in the
ACT (other than from sale yards) is
under review.

"When finalised, the new code of
practice will include mandatory
enforceable standards that will
apply to anyone selling companion
animals in the ACT.

"The RSPCA has been involved
during the community consultation
stage of the review.

"The Animal Welfare Advisory
Committee (AWAC) has convened
a sub-committee to further examine
issues surrounding the sale of ani-
mals within the ACT, including
animals sold for consumption such
as fish and cnistacea."
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